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ACVIM Forum 2020
on demand is on
line from now until
Dec 31, 2020
ECVIM Online Congress 2-5 September 2020
September 2-5,
2020
IVECCS 2020 – A
virtual experience
Sep 12-14, 2020
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Urs Giger is the recipient of the 2020 International Canine
Health Lifetime Achievement Award
Professor Urs Giger, one of
the most recognised names
in veterinary haematology
and transfusion medicine and
cofounder of the AVHTM,
was recently awarded the
2020 International Canine
Health Lifetime Achievement
Award. He is internationally
renowned for his hematology, transfusion medicine and
hereditary disease research
which spans over three decades. He represents one of
the last clinical scientists with
such a broad range of clinical
and laboratory expertise. His
work on blood typing in cats
has really increased our un-

derstanding of the AB (ABC)
blood group system (and Mik),
and his studies on DEA 1, Dal
and Kai 1 & 2 in dogs made
many realise the complexity
of blood groups in dogs.
After receiving his award, Professor Giger said: “I am elated
to be the 2020 ICHA Lifetime
Achievement Awardee. The
prestigious award should,
however, recognise and honour my international veterinary collaborators and my
many fellows and students
who I had the pleasure to
work with. I am very proud of
them all and I could not have

IVECCS Now a Virtual Experience

AVHTM
Discount for VECCS!
See Page 4
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In light of the on-going COVD19 pandemic the VECCS board
have now decided that IVECCS
2020 is now going to be a completely virtual experience. Although this will come as a disappointment to many, there are
advantages. Firstly, it will be
significantly cheaper, being
only $75 for VECCS member
veterinarians, $40 for VECCS
member techs, residents, interns and 1st year post-grad
vets, with VECCS member stu-

dent vets and techs being able
to ‘attend’ for free. Secondly,
lectures can be viewed ‘live’,
but, if the timing isn’t convenient for you, you can watch
when you like as they will be
available on demand to watch
until December 2020. Thirdly
this means you won’t have
those difficult decisions of
which lecture to attend when
there is more than one you
want to go to at the same time,
as you can catch them all!

made so many contributions
without them.”
Having worked at the University of Pennsylvania for 35
years, he officially retired last
year, but plans to continue to
research, publish original
studies, mentor veterinary
students and doctoral fellows, and lecture internationally. He has agreed to participate at the ACVIM Forum
and AVHTM Special Interest
Group. The AVHTM board
and members congratulate
him and wish him well in his
retirement.

There is an AVHTM stream with
Marie Claude Blais speaking on
canine and feline blood typing
and pre-transfusion testing,
Erin Mays discussing fibrinolysis
and the use of fibrinolytics and
then a panel made up of Terri
DeFrancesco, Erin Mays and
Kathryn Phillips discussing ‘The
Clot from 3 Perspectives: The
Criticalist, The Cardiologist and
The Radiologist’. So all round, it
sounds like this is an opportunity to grasp!
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UK Clinical Trial – Canine Lyophilized Platelets - enrolling now
Evaluation of StablePlate Rx® in thrombocytopenic canine patients: a multicenter clinical trial
A UK trial is recruiting for specific thrombocytopenic cases across 9 UK veterinary centres.
This trial Follows on from a US clinical trial in 2017 into severely thrombocytopenic, actively bleeding canines that concluded with the finding – A
novel trehalose stabilized canine lyophilized platelet product is logistically and clinically non inferior to one of the current standard of care platelet products available in the US for canines (DMSO cryopreserved platelets) for management of thrombocytopenic bleeding in dogs.
https://www.eventscribe.com/2020/ACVIM/fsPopup.asp?efp=TlVXSkhZQ1o5ODQ0&PosterID=272420&rnd=0.267311&mode=posterinfo
Background
Small Animal Practices, Referral, Emergency and Critical Care Centres and University hospitals involved in emergency medicine are currently
managing haemorrhage due to primary haemostatic defects using drug treatment alongside fresh whole blood – very occasionally Platelet Rich
Plasma is harvested from whole blood donations. Most haemorrhage is managed without transfused platelets due to lack of availability of a UK
banked platelet product and the challenges involved with harvesting appropriate volumes of fresh whole blood. Platelet transfusion when available, may be preferable over whole blood administration, allowing the transfusion of an appropriate number of platelets to be therapeutic in severe thrombocytopenia.1,2
This study is being performed under a VMD ATC and is part of an MSc in Veterinary Clinical research:
Research Lead – Jenny Walton BVM&S MRCVS.
MSc Supervisors - Professor Richard Mellanby BSc BVMS PhD DSAM DipECVIM-CA FRCVS,
Simon Tappin MA VetMB CertSAM DipECVIM-CA FRCVS
Inclusion Criteria:
Canine patients will be evaluated and selected using a standardized bleeding assessment tool, DOGiBAT. This assessment tool can be utilized to
assess bleeding in nine anatomical sites with a grade of 0(none) to 2(severe). Dogs must score a “2” in one area or a “1” in two or more areas to
be included in the study. 3 A practical example of a patient with a DOGiBAT score of 2 would be a patient with visible petechiation anywhere on
the body and +ve blood on dipstick urinalysis.



Patients must also have a platelet count of 50,000/ul or less for inclusion.



Patients must demonstrate a normal PT and aPTT at the time of enrollment into the study.



Patients can have received appropriate clinician led standard medical management that has been initiated no more than 48 hrs
prior to enrollment.



Medications Allowed: Steroid (intravenous, oral), cyclosporine (intravenous, oral), antibiotics, mycophenylate.

Exclusion Criteria:



Patients may not receive platelet containing blood products within the 72 hours before enrolment into the study.



Patients may not have a haematocrit <20% at the time of enrollment into the study.



Patients may not be less than 2kg or more than 45kg.



Patients may not be being treated for congestive heart failure (CHF) or primary hypertension at the time of enrollment into the
study.



Excluded medications (prior to enrollment) are: Vincristine and Blood Products, Cyclophosphamide, IVIgG (human or canine)
Tranexamic acid (TXA).



Patients may not have undergone surgery in the 48 hours prior to enrollment.

UK Clinical leads and Centres enrolling patients
Daniel Lewis MA VET MB Dip ACVECC cert VA - Vets Now Glasgow
Craig Breheny BVM&S Dip ECVIM-CA MRCVS - Edinburgh University
Simon Tappin MA VETMB cert SAM DipECVIM CA FRCVS - Dick White Referrals - Cambridgeshire
Karen Humm MA VETMB cert VA DipACVECC FHEA DipECVECC - Royal Veterinary College - London
Continued on Page 4
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Recently Published Articles


Prevalence of Blood Types and Alloantibodies of the AB Blood Group System in Non-Pedigree Cats from Northern (Lombardy)
and Southern (Sicily) Italy.; Spada E, Perego R, Baggiani L, Salatino E, Priolo V, Mangano C, Pennisi MG, Proverbio D.; Animals
(Basel). 2020 Jul 3;10(7):E1129. doi: 10.3390/ani10071129.; PMID: 32635140



Efficacy of specific antivenom and fresh frozen plasma in reversing Daboia palaestinae venom-induced hemostatic derangement.; Nivy R, Aroch I, Bruchim Y.; J Vet Emerg Crit Care (San Antonio). 2020 Jun 26. doi: 10.1111/vec.12978. Online ahead of
print.; PMID: 32589364



Absence of classical and atypical (H- and L-) BSE infectivity in the blood of bovines in the clinical end stage of disease as confirmed by intraspecies blood transfusion.; Balkema-Buschmann A, Ziegler U, Priemer G, Tauscher K, Köster F, Ackermann I,
Fatola OI, Balkema D, Schinköthe J, Hammerschmidt B, Fast C, Ulrich R, Groschup MH.: J Gen Virol. 2020 Jun 26. doi: 10.1099/
jgv.0.001460. Online ahead of print.; PMID: 32589123



Development and assessment of a formal learning module to educate veterinary students in an intensive care unit about
transfusion reactions.; Haines JM, Wardrop KJ, Lindberg CJ, Carbonneau KJ, Ngwenyama TR, Martin LG.; J Vet Emerg Crit Care
(San Antonio). 2020 Jun 25. doi: 10.1111/vec.12983. Online ahead of print.; PMID: 32584519



The influence of packed cell volume versus plasma proteins on thromboelastographic variables in canine blood.; Lynch AM,
Ruterbories L, Jack J, Motsinger-Reif AA, Hanel R.; J Vet Emerg Crit Care (San Antonio). 2020 Jun 25. doi: 10.1111/vec.12979.
Online ahead of print.; PMID: 32584518



The potential protective and therapeutic effects of platelet-rich plasma on ischemia/reperfusion injury following experimental
torsion/detorsion of testis in the Albino rat model.; Samy A, El-Adl M, Rezk S, Marghani B, Eldomany W, Eldesoky A, Elmetwally MA.; Life Sci. 2020 Jun 17;256:117982. doi: 10.1016/j.lfs.2020.117982. Online ahead of print.; PMID: 32562693



Evaluation of hematologic, biochemical, and blood gas variables in stored canine packed red blood cells, and the impact of
storage time on blood recipients.; Rodrigues RR, Kayano CY, Dos Santos VP, Moroz LR, Fantoni DT, Ambrósio AM.; Vet Clin
Pathol. 2020 Jun;49(2):198-206. doi: 10.1111/vcp.12865. Epub 2020 Jun 16.; PMID: 32542780



The effect of adding lactic acid to canine whole blood on platelet aggregation as measured by impedance aggregometry.; Lawson CA, Spangler EA.; Vet Clin Pathol. 2020 Jun;49(2):217-221. doi: 10.1111/vcp.12862. Epub 2020 Jun 14.; PMID: 32535936



Effect of packed red blood cell transfusion on thromboelastographic tracings in dogs with naturally occurring anemia.; Brooks
AC, Cooper ES, Couto CG, Guillaumin J.; Am J Vet Res. 2020 Jun;81(6):499-505. doi: 10.2460/ajvr.81.6.499.; PMID: 32436791



Genetics of equine bleeding disorders.; Dahlgren AR, Tablin F, Finno CJ.; Equine Vet J. 2020 May 28. doi: 10.1111/evj.13290.
Online ahead of print.; PMID: 32463964 Review.



Platelet function in cats with hyperthyroidism.; Hiebert EC, Panciera DL, Boes KM, Bartl L.; J Feline Med Surg. 2020 May
21:1098612X20920585. doi: 10.1177/1098612X20920585. Online ahead of print.; PMID: 32436801



Effect of 7.5% hypertonic saline solution on whole blood coagulation in healthy dogs using thromboelastography.; Kim HY,
Nam A, Song KH, Youn HY, Seo KW.; J Vet Emerg Crit Care (San Antonio). 2020 May 15. doi: 10.1111/vec.12959. Online ahead
of print.; PMID: 32415746



Oxidative red blood cell damage associated with propofol and intravenous lipid emulsion therapy in a dog treated for 5fluorouracil toxicosis.; Romans CW, Day TK, Smith JJ.; J Vet Emerg Crit Care (San Antonio). 2020 May 14. doi: 10.1111/
vec.12958. Online ahead of print.; PMID: 32407575



Prevalence of Dal blood type and dog erythrocyte antigens (DEA) 1, 4, and 7 in canine blood donors in Italy and Spain.;
Proverbio D, Lubas G, Spada E, Medina Valentin AA, Viñals Florez LM, Del Rosario Perlado Chamizo M, Perego R, Pennisi MG,
Ferro E, Baggiani L, Gavazza A, Blais MC.; BMC Vet Res. 2020 May 6;16(1):126. doi: 10.1186/s12917-020-02351-1.; PMID:
32375793 Free PMC article.



The Prevalence of Blood Groups in Domestic Cats in the Saskatoon and Calgary Areas of Saskatchewan and Alberta, Canada.;
McDermott FM, Maloney S, McMillan C, Snead E.; Front Vet Sci. 2020 Apr 21;7:160. doi: 10.3389/fvets.2020.00160. eCollection 2020.; PMID: 32373632 Free PMC article.
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UK Clinical Trial - Canine Lyophilized Platelets (continued from page 2)
Kevin Walton BVM&S MRCVS - Durham and Washington Vets4pets

We’re on the web!

Andrea DiBella Cert SAM DipECVIM-CA MRCVS - Southern Counties Veterinary Specialists Hampshire

www.avhtm.org

Linnaeus lead - Sophie Adamantos BVSc CertVA DipACVECC DipECVECC MRCVS
Linnaeus Hertfordshire (Davies) - Patricia Ibarrola DipECVIM CA DSAM - Davies Veterinary Specialists – Hertfordshire
Linnaeus Wakefield (Paragon) - Andrea Holmes BVSc DipECVIM-CA MRCVS - Paragon Veterinary
Specialists – Wakefield
Linnaeus Birmingham (Willows) - Ludivine Boiron MSC DVM DAVECC DiplACVECC MRCVS - Willows Veterinary Specialists – Birmingham
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Please contact Jenny Walton – jwalton@bodevet.com for more information concerning this UK trial,
with criteria or enrollment queries, or the clinical centres for referral of potentially suitable cases.
Enrollment can only occur at the nominated centres after full informed consent is obtained from the
owner of any prospective trial patient.

AVHTM 60% off the Non-Member Rate Code: AVHTMVIRTUAL20

VECCS

Register as a non-member for VECCS and use this code (above) at check out for a 60% discount on the nonmember base registration. A Veterinarian would pay $100 instead of $250.
This is a gift from VECCS for this year, recognizing that all of the veterinary community has been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. VECCS wants to show their appreciation for every member of the veterinary community by supporting their commitment to elevating the level of patient care when it has become harder to do so. ~ Elke, VECCS

